
Weather  Policy 
 

If the church cancels or postpones 
any service or activity due to 
inclement weather or wintery 
conditions, a cancelation notice 
will appear on the church’s 
Facebook page, church’s website, 
through church email, and on the 
church’s voice recorder.  To access 
the church’s voice recorder, please 
dial (301) 972-3686.  The church 
will only post a cancelation 
message if a service or activity is 
canceled or postponed. 

SUNDAY, January 29, 2023 
             9:45 am              Sunday School 
           11:00 am              Worship Service 
           12:15 pm              Church Chat 
             1:00 pm              Dive Deeper “How to Share Your Faith” 
 

TUESDAY, January 31, 2023 
              6:00 pm             After the Sermon 
 

WEDNESDAY, February 1, 2023 
              6:30 pm             Phone-In Prayer Meeting 
 

THURSDAY, February 2, 2023 
              6:30 pm             Women’s Bible Study 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS THIS WEEK: 
 

   Mon, Jan. 30             Tues., Jan. 31             Wed., Feb. 1           Thurs. Feb. 2 
 9:30 am – 1 pm           9:30 am – 1 pm           9:30 am – 1 pm         9:30 am – 1 pm 
 

How Do I Join Upper Seneca Baptist Church 
 

 By Salvation ~ By professing faith in Jesus Christ and following Him in 
believer’s baptism. 

 By Transfer of Letter ~ By transferring your membership from another 
Baptist Church. 

 By Statement of Faith ~ By statement of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

If you have not been baptized by immersion since your conversion, you will 
need to follow the Lord in believer’s baptism.  
 

When Do I Join? 
 

At the close of every worship service as we sing the “Invitation Hymn”, the 
pastor stands facing the congregation.  Walk to him and tell him you want 
to join the church or make some other decision. 
 

 

 

 

         Pastor Dennis Felder 
     pastordennis@usbchurch.org 
 

      23401 Davis Mill Road 
     Germantown, MD  20876 
     Phone:  (301) 972-3686 
 

Nursery & Children’s Church available 
 

Church Office 301-972-3686 
 

E-Mail – Church@USBChurch.org 
Web Site – www.USBChurch.org 
 
 

 

 
 

Upper Seneca Baptist Church 
 
 

 
 
 

Impacting The Kingdom Of God 
One Person At A Time  



 
Upper Seneca Baptist Church 

11:00 am  Sunday Worship 
January 29, 2023 

 
*Song                     “That’s Why We Praise Him”          Congregation 

 
Prayer/Welcome                                                              Pastor Dennis 

 
*Song                        “Keep Me In the Moment”             Congregation 

 
 
**Message                                                                        Pastor Dennis 

             “MY FAITH IS A HOT MESS” 
           Matthew 6:5, Colossians 3:16, Acts 2:46-47 
                                 John 9:25 (NIV)  
 

 
*Song                       “I Love to Tell the Story”                Congregation 

 
*Closing Song                                                                   Congregation 
                           “’Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” 
 
 
 
*Denotes Congregation standing 
**Children will be dismissed to their classrooms following the Sermon Video (prior to the Message). 
Words to hymn music printed by permission CCLI License #1159459  
 
 
 
 

Your tithes and offerings will be collected at the end of the service upon 
leaving. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Sunday, January 29,  Church Chat 
Sunday, January 29,  Dive Deeper Bible Study “How to Share 

Your Faith” 
Tuesday, Jan. 31,  After the Sermon 
Wednesday, Feb. 1,  Prayer Meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 2,  Women’s Bible Study 
Sunday, Feb. 5,  Bill Hanks Celebration of Life 
Saturday, Feb. 11, Valentine’s Party 
Sunday, Feb. 12, Communion 
Tuesday, Feb. 14, Forever Young “Golden Corral” 
Saturday, Feb. 25, Prayer & Planning 
Sunday, Feb. 26, Commitment Service 

 
 

 
 



“My Faith is a Hot Mess” 
By Pastor Dennis Felder 

January 29, 2023 
 
 
Scripture: Matthew 6:5; Colossians 3:16; Acts 2:46-47; 
John 9:25 (NIV) 
 
Synopsis:  We as Christians would probably agree that our faith is 
extremely important to our spiritual growth.  However, when our faith 
falters, all areas of our life can end up a hot mess. 
 
 

One’s faith is a hot mess 
when: 

 
I.  Your ______________________ are wrong. 
 

Matthew 6:5 – And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for 
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners 

to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in 
full. 

 
It is not what the lips say, but what the heart does. 

 
Matthew 15:7-8 – You hypocrites!  Isaiah was right when he 

prophesied about you: “These people honor me with their lips, but their 
hearts are far from me.” 

 
When your motives are not aligned with God, your faith will 

faulter. 
 

Proverbs 16:2 – All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but motives 
are weighed by the Lord. 

 
 
II.  Your ___________________ is wrong. 

Colossians 3:16 – Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly 
as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts. 

 
Worship involves drawing near to God. 

 
Hebrews 10:22 – Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and 
with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled 
to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed 

with pure water. 
 

Worship will lead you to where God wants you to be. 
 

Worship enables you to hang in there when you feel like giving 
up. 

 
Worship restores your faith. 

 
 
III.  Your __________________ is wrong. 
 

Acts 2:46-47 – Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with 
glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all 

the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 

 
A Christian cannot have an identical relationship with someone 

outside the faith. 
 

1 John 1:3 – We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so 
that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with 

the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

It is our faith in Christ that brings us together for fellowship. 
 

In true Christian fellowship, Christians sharpen one another’s 
faith. 

 



 

Proverbs 27:17 – As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens 
another. 

 
IV.  Your _____________________ is wrong. 
 
John 9:25 – He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know.  

One thing I do know.  I was blind but now I see!” 
 

As a believer, you have a wonderful story to tell. 
 

Ephesians 2:4-5 – But because of his great love for us, God, who is 
rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in 

transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 
 

The more you talk about Jesus, the stronger your faith grows. 
 

When you stop telling the story of Jesus, your faith will diminish. 
 
 
Sermon Notes:  
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to listen to the sermon on-line, please visit our 
website at www.USBChurch.org. 

 
 

USBC is inviting everyone in our church family to 
help with a very special need for Lacey 
Shifflet.  As Ms. Lacey continues her rehab, it 
would benefit her greatly if she had an electric lift 
chair.  So, to help accommodate this need, the 
church has created a special fund entitled “Lacey’s 
Chair”.  The goal is $600 and this would secure the 

funds to purchase this chair for Ms. Lacey.  If we exceed our goal, the 
rest of the money will be placed in the church’s Benevolent Fund to 
help others in the church and community with needs.  If you would like 
to give to “Lacey’s Chair”, use the envelopes on the back table marked 
“Lacey’s Chair” or you can give electronically through Tithe.ly.  If you 
are writing a check, please make it payable to USBC and in the memo 
write, “Lacey’s Chair”. 
 
 
If you are planning on using offering envelopes for 
your tithes and offerings for 2023, the new offering 
envelopes will be available in the church’s foyer.  
Upon picking up your box of envelopes, please place 
your name next to the envelope box number on the 
signup sheet.  If you have leftover envelopes from 
2022, you can continue to use them in 2023. 
 
 

Cat Food — USBC has been provided an opportunity 
to love on a special group of God’s creation, feral cats.  
The church will collect food until the middle of 
February and distribute it then.  We are inviting our 
church family to help by providing dry and canned cat 
food.  There will be a special area in the church’s foyer 
to deposit these goods.  If you have additional questions 

in how you can assist with the needs of these cats, please see Mindi 
Kirschenmann. 
 
 



 

 
 

Today is our next Church Chat.  As usual, 
immediately following our Sunday morning 
worship service, we will gather in the church 
foyer/coffee shop for a 10-minute informal 
meeting where I will be sharing with everyone 
about upcoming events, areas where the church 

needs help, and receiving vital input from our church family. 
 
 
Today, our Dive Deeper Bible Study topic will 
be “How to Share Your Faith”.  Sharing one’s 
faith can be intimidating and even frightening 
for some.  However, it does not have to be that 
way.  During our time together, we will learn 
practical ways for how to start the 
conversation.  Once you learn how to start the conversation, the rest is 
easy.  So, join us immediately following our worship service for this 
informative Bible study and for lunch. 
 
 

Come join us on Saturday, February 11 at 
5 p.m. for a fun Valentine’s Party.  Our 
meal will consist of a pizza bar, salad bar, 
and sweet desserts.  Each person will 
receive a personal size pizza crust and will 
then use the available toppings to create 
their own delicious masterpiece.  Then, the 

self-made pizza will be baked in the oven and served piping hot.  
Following our delicious Italian extravaganza, we will have some fun 
activities.  All ages are welcome, but we ask that you signup so that we 
can plan accordingly.  The signup sheet will be located in the church’s 
foyer on the magnetic board. 
 
 
 
 

It is Time to Serve.  Over the last few 
months, it was encouraged that members 
of our church family pickup an 
Engagement Packet and complete it.  
The Engagement Packet consisted of a 
Spiritual Inventory and a list of areas of 

service within the church.  If you have not yet completed one, please 
pick one up and complete it.  However, it is now time to prayerfully 
consider in how God can use you to serve at USBC.  During the month 
of February, you will receive a list of potential ministries within the 
church that may be suitable to your spiritual gifts.  Upon receiving this 
list, please prayerfully consider in how you can serve in that capacity. 
 
 
On Saturday, February 25 at 11 a.m., 
USBC will be having a special time of 
prayer and a time to setup for the 
Commitment Service that will be taking 
place on Sunday morning (Feb. 26).  It 
is important, that we as a church family, 
spend time in prayer as we seek God’s 
direction and guidance as we commit to His service.  Following our 
prayer time, we will setup the sanctuary for the activities that will be 
taking place in our Commitment Service. 
 

On Sunday, February 26, during our 11 a.m. 
Worship Service, we will have a special 
Commitment Service.  The purpose of the 
Commitment Service is to share with our 
church family the opportunities in how to 
serve the Lord through the ministries of 
USBC.  We are one body in Christ, but within 

the body there are many parts and each part has a responsibility to the 
whole.  During our Commitment Service, opportunities of service will 
be shared with the congregation.  Then, at the conclusion of the worship 
service, each person will be given the opportunity to sign up for a 
particular ministry.  So, be in prayer as you seek God’s direction in how 
you can faithfully serve Him at USBC. 

  

Church 
Chat 

PRAYER 
& 

PLANNING 


